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ABSTRACT

This thesis has the purpose of studying the soul in the notions of Buddhadasa

Bhikkhu and Anstotle, as to have the answer on soul 1ssues and to answer the ethical questions of
ethic through the notions of Buddhadasa Bhmkkhu and Anstotle.

In this work, the researcher had divided it into 5 chapters and in each chapter

explained its goal or purpose as follows :

Chapter 1 :  The importance and background of the studied issue.

Chapter II :  The general views on soul according to Buddhadasa Bhikkhu.
Chapter III : The general views on soul according to Anstotle.

Chapter IV : On soul of both Buddhadasa Bhikkhu and Anstotle’ as mentioned

in the chapters 2 and 3. It is an attempt to and contrast to find out to see the similarty and the
difference on soul of both sides and to arrive at the conclusion whether or not the views on soul of
Buddhadasa Bhikkhu and Aristotle are animistic. It also tries to apply both ideas on soul for the
solution of in some ethic problems and their contributions to the society as well.

Chapter V' : The conclusions or out-comes from the research with its analysis
and proposal of further research on unstudied issues.

From the research, the researcher has found the advantages on soul through the

notions of Buddhadasa and Aristotle as follows.



(%)

1. Soul according to Buddhadasa Bhikkhu 1s a thorough knowledge, consciousness,

everything should be known or that should be developed higher until it’s able to feel the highest
ISt‘:ﬂSﬂ organs or Nibbanna. It 1s embellished and can be developed to be independent soul. It
consists of three characters as; 1.1 arises, existence and decline. After arisen, being 1s subject to
change in the midst and decline in the end. 1.2 deceiving to misunderstand that it 1s an ego or self
despite it is just an element of soul in nature. 1.3 state of being guidance at six sense organs.

2. According to Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s notion, there are three kinds of soul as; 2.1
soul as an clement in nature. 2.2 soul embellished by the physical to feel the senses and had
named with those senses. 2.3 in brief, soul is divided into 6 kinds as, eye-consciousness, ear-
CONSCIOUSNEess, nose-consciousness, tongue-consciousness, body-consciousness and mund-
consciousness. Developed or well-practiced soul provides advantages to social and an individual
person for the sake of escaping from the demerit of soul.

3. Soul in Aristotle’s notion means life, which comes from the combination matter.
Matter is the four elements that form together into shape or form then the soul stay in it. Greek
mythology told that human’s original soul was in the form of animal as birds or insects since then
it developed into human beings. In brief soul was animal then developed to human. Soul was life
principle and its condition as; 3.1 state of permanence. 3.2 state of abstract, which differentiate
from the body and be able to exist apart from the body. 3.3 state of being developed into
mindfulness and discrimination. The word “life” means the developing and declimng,

4. There are three sorts of soul, to Aristotle, as; (4.1) soul is being transited by its
own. (4.2) soul is transparent. (4.3) souls acknowledge all existed things. These soul
characteristics are permanence, unchanging and immortal.

In addition, Aristotle said the soul that was trained or developed had both good and
bad sides. The good side called Virtues while the other side called Vices. Anstotle said that men
can achieve those virtues and virtues were divided into two sorts as; 1) Intellectual Virtues mean
the abilities of using reasons in search of knowledge in the world and to calcu.ate mathematics.
Such abilities are rooted from studies with Theoretical Wisdom. 2) Moral virtues are the abilities
of choosing to do good things that are trained habit. These are the Moral Virtues that can be

practiced in real life.
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5. The comparative studies through the notions of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu and
Aristotle can be concluded that Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s soul notion had the harmony and
similarity as well as the difference in terms of conventional truth and absolute truth. The two
principles and details worth to mention are; (5.1) morality that is much important for social, for
united and world happiness. No doubt, if society lack of harmony and united will tace great ruin.
This point is met with Aritotle notion. (5.2) For absolute truth which 1s the highest goal of
individual person or Nibbanna is absolutely different. Buddhadasa Bhikkhu said all beings are

arisen, existente and decline. All are under the law of three characteristics ie; impermanence,

sulfenng and non-self or soullessness but Aristotle said soul 1s immortal.
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