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Abstract

The objectives of this research were i) to study the movement process of the
Buddhist Network for Peace, ii) to analyze the pattern of a peace building by the
Buddhist Network for Peace, and iii) to present strategies for peace building by the
Buddhist Network for Peace. The research was a qualitative study. Mix methods were
employed in collecting data, including i) documentary research related to concept
and/or theory related to peace building, ii) in-depth interview, which was conducted
among 27 stakeholders of peace building in three southern border provinces, and iii)
focus group, which was conducted among 18 scholars and/or leaders of the Buddhist for
Peace. Data were analyzed and presented by using explanation along with descriptive
analysis.

The research was found since the occurring of the violence in the Southern
part of Thailand in 2004, many networks were founded aimed to build peace and
support peace building, especially the Buddhist Network for peace. The Buddhist
Network for Peace was established to provide help for any Buddhists and to provide
good understanding on how to peacefully live together in the three southern border
provinces. The ideology of the Buddhist Network for Peace is to reject usage of any
violence as a method of problem solving in these areas. There were three main

characteristics of working process, including:



(@)

1. Movement process of the Buddhist Network for Peace; it consisted of six
steps, namely, 1) open discussion, 2) set up the movement issues, 3) establish group
and allocate responsibility, 4) perform activities, 5) evaluate activities process, 6) renew
activities plan

2. Patterns of a peace building by the Buddhist Network for Peace; there
were five patterns of peace building, such as 1) participatory approach, 2) providing
education, 3) multicultural education, 4) peaceful communication, and 5) building a
strong relationship between leaders in the three southern border provinces.

3. Strategies for peace building by the Buddhist Network for Peace; three
main strategies were identify, including 1) mutual learning aimed to provide mutual
understanding between people who live in the three southern border provinces so that
people’s harmony can be reached and community leaders were ready to be the peace
building leaders, 2) increasing awareness of being Thais, to be grateful for nation, religion,
and king, and 3) making long lasting harmony aimed to create good relationship
between people who live in multicultural society so that people will participate in

protecting their community from any violence and creating peaceful society.
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