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Abstract

This dissertation entitled “The Way to Enhance Ethics for Thai Media Using
Buddhist Integration’ has three objectives: 1) to study ideas, theories and Thai mass
media’ ethical problems, 2) to study the Buddhist teachings being suitable to
empower Thai mass media’s ethics, and 3) to propose the ways to empower Thai
mass media’s ethics through Buddhist integration. This is a qualitative research done
by studying documentaries, related research works. In this research, an in-depth
interview of 30 people from four groups of key informant, mass media scholars,
Buddhist scholars, media persons and consumers and then focus group was done to
examine data. The descriptive analysis was also made respectively.

In the research, it was found that four kinds of Thai mass media’s ethical
problems were found as follows: 1) problems of mass media business’s ethics, 2)
problems of mass media’s ethics on its contents, 3) problems of having no-good
sense and proper understanding in mass media professional ethics, and 4) problems

of mass media’ professional ethics on control.



As far as the Buddhist teachings being suitable to empower Thai mass
media ethics are concerned, they are of moral shame and moral dread, four non-
biases, five precepts and five virtues, life likelihood and three kinds of benefit. With
respect to the ways to empower Thai mass media through the Buddhist integration,
it clearly showed that the mass media business should adhere the principle of life
likelihood while working, there should be no harm, no misbehavior, in the mass
media’s contents, they should control themselves through consciences by avoiding
any bias and this can be actualized through mental training by not taking any side,
they should not take a side with the sources of news. By virtue of this, bias, like,
dislike, delusion and fear will be got rid of. While presenting the contents of news,
they should express loving kindness to others; this can be made through
mindfulness. Under this situation, they will not put the news towards public based
on their emotion due to awareness of their dignity of profession. Furthermore, in
empowering the professional ethics as such, the Buddhist ethics of mass media
should be translated into their action so that they can gain the conscious mind of
good and bad, feeling shame of bodily, verbal and mental misbehavior wherein
other people would be somehow harmed. When they are properly trained through
the Buddhist integration in this manner then they are controlled and directed to
present the real fact of what happened without any bias; the public advantages are

chiefly concerned. Consequently, they are named the real spirit mass media.
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