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Abstract

This Dissertation entitled “The Symbolic Ideology of the Construction of
Bejewelled Buddha Image in Thai Society.” It was attempted to examine history and
development and then analyzed symbolic ideology of the construction of bejeweled
Buddha image in Thai society and to apply Buddhadhamma in the bejeweled Buddha
image for living life including proposing the appropriate model of the bejeweled
Buddha image. In this research was used the qualitative research methodology. The
study was conducted by documentary and in-depth interviews with eight key
informants from different groups and used the content analysis.

It was found that history and development of the construction of bejeweled
Buddha image can be classified into two periods: prior to and after the 19" Buddhist
century. As Thai arts were formed its own identity in the 19™ Buddhist century, the
construction of bejeweled Buddha image in Thai Society presented three symbolic
ideologies as follows;

1) the Buddha is the universal emperor (Cakkavatti), he is in a state beyond
ordinary human,

2) itis derived from Jambupati Sutra Scripture, which describes the events
of the Buddha transforming him into an emperor to reduce the pride of King Jambupati,
and



3) The construction of the Buddha image done based on folk beliefs in ghosts
in the present Thai territory.

When applying the principle of Buddhamma which was hidden within the
bejeweled Buddha image, the study found the representation of aesthetic philosophy
relates to the beauty found in the principle of confidence in the Enlightenment of the
Buddha and the principle of worship. The ethics of goodness can be seen in the principle
of commandment and the principles of Kings and Emperors that lead the way of life.

Subsequently, the pattern of the construction of Buddha image is not limited
of postures or styles, but it is the combination of royal decorative jewelry with the
priest-like Buddha image to express the highest state the Buddha as the emperor of
Dhamma and world-being.
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