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ABTRACT

The aim of this thesis is to analytically study the Concept of Ideal Society in the
Light of Phra Dhammapitaka ( P.A. Payutto ) to understand its meaning and
significance, how to search it and how to apply it 1o solve the social problems as well
as the world problems.

It is found that Phra Dhammapifaka’s ideal society means the good society,
which is almost needed by mans. 1t is the society of good friends , that is conducive to
the proper development of four domains, namely, (1) physical freedom,
(2) social freedom, (3) mental freedom and (4) wisdom freedom. According to
Phra Dhamapitaka, the arising of society is meant to enable people to develop
themselves through education provided by the society,

The Sangha, according to Phra Dhammapifaka is ideal society which consists
of two principles, namely, (1) doctrine and (2} discipline. They are meant (1) Matural
Law and (2) Human Law (Social Preference). The ideal society can be applied to the
secular society also. 1t must consist of the following two factors :



2)

T—

vaunainmat
UNINENSEUNIS WA IO NN

L Good External factor : It is the society of good friends. The structure
of society must be based on the understanding of nature. lis purpose is to get access
into the Natural Law.

2 Good Internal Factor : It is a critical reflection, which is the inner
qualification of an individual human being, developed through the ideal society,
Therefore, the ideal persons are known as the Stream Enterer (Sodapanna) and Good
Person. The Good Internal Factor is also meant the discipline in the Singh Order.

According to Phra Dhammapitaka, the ideal society and the human
development must be derived from a proper education, which is known as threefold
training (Tisikkha). They are regarded as the essential equipment for the development
of humans and ideal socicty.

After analyzing the Phrase Dhammapitaka’s ideal society in comparison with
the Western and Eastern connects, we found the prominent points as follows :
(1) His idea lays special emphasis on the inter-relation among three aspects
of human being, society and pature,
(2) Itis centered on the human development and the development of social
system.

It can be said that his idea is emphasized on form and contents, man and
system, an individual and society, and mind and matter. Therefore, The Phra
Dhammapitaka's idea can be applied to solve the problems of an individual person,
society and environment in Thai society and the world.
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